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Gail Taylor holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Virginia Commonwealth University and a Master’s Degree in Counselor Education from James Madison University. Ms. Taylor’s career in substance abuse prevention began 12 years ago at Henrico County Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services as a Prevention Specialist in a low-income housing community providing direct service and programming to youth and their families. She then became the first Prevention Director for Hanover County Community Services Board and was deemed with the task of creating a comprehensive substance abuse prevention plan for Hanover County through a community coalition and to generate resources to enhance substance abuse prevention services at the community services board. In three years, Ms. Taylor introduced science–based practice to Hanover County, developed a county planning team and comprehensive plan. Ms. Taylor’s staff went from one part time person to a staff of 12 implementing 5 programs. Ms. Taylor was awarded the Hanover County Advocate of the Year Award and the Jean Harris Award of Excellence. In addition, Ms. Taylor became an Evaluation Consultant for James Madison University’s Office of Substance Abuse Research and a part of the Virginia Effective Practices Project for the Virginia Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities program.

Ms. Taylor served for 3 years as the Co-chairperson for the Virginia Prevention Task Force, a statewide prevention organization through the Virginia Association of Community Services Boards.

Currently, Ms. Taylor is a full time consultant managing the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention’s State Incentive Grant Project through the Governor’s Office for Substance Abuse Prevention in Virginia. Ms. Taylor is managing the development of the state comprehensive plan, enhancement of the state infrastructure, and the infusion of science-based prevention practice throughout localities. In addition, Ms. Taylor serves as a consultant on the federal Center for Substance Abuse Prevention’s State Prevention Assessment System (SPAS) Project, a consultant for the Southeast Center for the Application of prevention Technology (SECAPT), has been on faculty for the past 2 years at the New England School on Prevention Studies, the Southeastern School on Addiction Studies and has presented at the National Prevention Network Research Conference. She has provided training and consultation in numerous areas as they relate to prevention. Ms. Taylor has also served as a grant reviewer for the U.S. Department of Education Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities Act and well as for the same program at the State level for several years.

Ms. Taylor currently serves on the Boards of the Regional Alliance Against Drugs, City of Richmond Commission on 
substance Abuse and on Virginia’s Substance Abuse Credentialing Board, SACAVA.
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