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Moacir Barbosa 
Mo Barbosa is the Assistant Director for Training and Capacity Building at the Medical Foundation and has been the program coordinator for BEST Initiative since the program’s inception in 1999.  Prior to joining TMF, he was Program Coordinator for the Fellowship Center in St. Louis, MO; Director of the Area 4 Youth Center in Cambridge, MA and Supervisor for the Moore Youth Center in Cambridge.  As a practitioner his work focused on expanding opportunities for youth and building equitable relationships between youth and institutions.  As the coordinator of the BEST Initiative, Mo Barbosa is involved in delivery of training, provides technical assistance,  participates in field building initiatives (locally, statewide, and nationally), and promotes the profession and professionalization of the field through his work on legislation, youth worker networks, partnerships with higher education, and youth conferences.  As an Adjunct Instructor at the College of Public and Community Service of the University of Massachusetts-Boston, Mo Barbosa has helped to develop a curricula focused on serving youth.
Mo Barbosa has long been involved in efforts to bring about peaceful and just-full resolutions to the issues that we face locally, nationally and globally. His efforts have included work on anti-nuclear proliferation issues, apartheid, global warming, dumping (local and international), water resources, racism, sexism, homophobia, militarization, just economic development, gang violence, sustainable health promotion, youth involvement, community solutions, geo-political issues, and many more issues.  His current work in the Area 4/Port neighborhood of Cambridge focuses on violence and other community issues.

As a trainer, Mo Barbosa seeks to build the skills of participants while keeping connections to theory.  A long time facilitator of community processes, Mo Barbosa has worked with gangs, parents, youth, political organizations, tenant councils and community resident groups.  Mo Barbosa is also a staff consultant with Creating Meaningful Change, a consulting group that focuses on diversity, leadership and organizational development.  

Mo Barbosa is the chairperson of Men of Color Health Task Force, finance chair for the Cambridge Youth Programs Advisory Board, a member of the Leadership Team for the Peaceable Schools Institute at Leslie College, and board member of the Joint Public Health Board of the Cambridge Health Alliance and the Board of Trustees of the Phillips Brooks House Association at Harvard University.  Mo Barbosa is serving again as a Commissioner on the Cambridge Peace Commission.  Mo Barbosa has worked on various political campaigns at the local and national level.  Additionally, he has participated in various local, state, and national boards and steering committees focusing on a wide range of issues from youth work to international relations.

Mo Barbosa is a native of Cape Verde Islands who grew up in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He has a Bachelor of Arts degree in African and African American Studies from Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri.  Mo Barbosa is the son of Pedro and Joaquina Barbosa.   
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